LEAVE ONE LIGHT ON

Book Club Welcome Kit

A hospitable four-meeting path through The Light in the Window

Why this exists

A meaningful book conversation needs more than questions. This kit helps a host
create a room where people can speak honestly, listen carefully, and leave with one
practical invitation.

Who it is for
Book-club hosts, libraries, churches, workplaces, neighborhood groups, and friends
reading together.

Your meaningful next step
Choose a first meeting date and invite three to eight people with a welcome—not a
sales pitch.

LEAVE ONE LIGHT ON | No act of compassion is ever too small.



Before anyone arrives
Hospitality begins before the first question.

A simple invitation

Invite people to read because the story may help them think about belonging, family, grief, foster
care, and ordinary compassion. Make it clear that no expertise, faith background, or personal
disclosure is required.

Prepare the room
® (Choose a quiet, accessible location.
® Offer water or a simple refreshment.
® Provide the discussion questions in print or digitally.
® Know where someone can step away privately if the conversation becomes emotional.
® Plan to end on time.
Conversation agreements
® |isten to understand.
® Speak from your own experience.
® Do not diagnose, interrogate, or pressure anyone to disclose.
® Protect personal stories shared in the room.
® Allow people to pass on any question.

® |eave politics, rankings, and arguments outside.

LEAVE ONE LIGHT ON | No act of compassion is ever too small.



A four-meeting reading path

Meeting 1 - The open door

Focus: arrival, first impressions, and what makes a person feel expected rather than tolerated.
® \What details made the home feel different?
® What is the difference between shelter and belonging?
® Who once made room for you?
Meeting 2 - Family as a practiced verb
Focus: the repeated choices that turn care into trust.
® \Which ordinary actions carried the most meaning?
® \Where did patience matter more than a perfect answer?
® What can a community do before a family reaches crisis?
Meeting 3 - Grief, memory, and responsibility
Focus: holding sorrow without making it the end of the story.
® How does the story honor people without turning them into symbols?
® \What is the difference between remembering and idealizing?
® \What responsibility can come with receiving care?
Meeting 4 - Leave one light on
Focus: moving from admiration to one realistic act.
® \What invitation feels honest for you now?
® \What would be too large or unrealistic?

® How will you know you followed through?

LEAVE ONE LIGHT ON | No act of compassion is ever too small.



Host checklist

® Send the invitation and meeting dates.

® Confirm accessibility and transportation needs.

® Read the selected chapters and questions.

® Open with the conversation agreements.

® \Watch the clock and make room for quieter voices.
® (Close with one optional next step.

® Send trusted resource links afterward.

A successful gathering is not one where everyone agrees. It is one where people
feel respected, understand the story more deeply, and can name one meaningful
next step.

Our first meeting date:

The one invitation 1 will offer the group:

LEAVE ONE LIGHT ON | No act of compassion is ever too small.



